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TO 


Mr.  H  U  N  T  E  R. 

S  I  R, 

N  C  E  it  is  principally  to  you  I  am 


^  obliged  for  my  knowledge  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Ruptures,  I  cannot  with  fo 
great  propriety  dedicate  the  following 
Sheets  to  any  other  perfon.  Added  to  this, 
the  confederation  of  that  generous  friend- 
linefs,  (fo  predominating  in  men  of  frank 
natures]  which  you  have,  on  many  occa- 
fions,  exercifed  towards  me,  prompts  me 
to  fnatch  the  opportunity  of  confeffing  my 
gratitude.  At  the  fame  time,  I  am  happy 
that  not  the  moft  cenforious  caviller  can 
pretend  thus  addrefs  is  founded  on  interejied 


DEDICATION.  • 


motives.' - —I  have  nothing  to  afk  of  the 

World  but  Candor  : — from  you.  Sir,  I  am 

affured  of  meeting  with  it  in  the  moft  re¬ 
fined  fenfe. 

I  am,  Sir, 

With  the  moft  unfeigned  Refpeft, 
Your  much  obliged,  and 
Very  obedient  Servant, 
Long  Acre .  ROBERT  BRAND, 


/ 


THE 


T  RUE  METRO  D 

O  F 

REDUCING  RUPTURES,  &c, 

Y  Trufs  is  only  intended  for  the 
^  M  (1^  benefit  of  fuch  Ruptures  in  the 
Groin  and  Scrotum  as  there  is  a  pof- 
fibiiityof  returning  again  into  the  Abdomen  ; 
tho’  I  make  others  of  a  different  conftrudion, 
according  to  the  fituation  of  the  part  from 
whence  it  proceeds,  and  other  circumftances 
that  may  attend  it;  and  in  particular  a  new  in¬ 
vented  Elafiic  Bandage  for  a  Rupture  in  the 
Navel;  for  the  invention  of  which  I  am  in  pare 
obliged  to  Dr.  Allen,  of  Dulwich  College . 

Before  I  give  any  directions  how  to  apply 
my  Trufs,  it  may  be  proper  to  fay  fomefhing 

B  with 
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with  regard  to  the  fafeft  and  eafieft  manner 
of  reducing  the  Inteftine,  when  fallen 
down  5  and  the  following  is  the  method  I 
have  always  pradifed  with  great  fuccefs. 

I  mtjst  too  premife,  that  I  havefome  hopes 
my  Readers  will  not  entertain  a  lefs  favoura¬ 
ble  Opinion  of  me,  if  I  avoid  the  pompoficy 
of  feme  perfons  who  have  wrote  on  this  fub- 
^ed  *  if  1  do  not  endeavour  to  raife  my  merit 
on  the  found  of  a  word,  and  torture 
language  for  new-fangled  and  varying  names, 
merely  becaufe  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder 
are  triflingly  different* 

If  the  Rupture  then  be  much  enlarged,  or 
painful,  it  will  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  before  the  redudion  is  attempted,  to 
take  a  gentle  cooling  purgative*  fuch  as  a  de- 
codion  of  Tamarinds  with  Sena,  or  a  folution 
of  Salts  and  Manna  •,  and  if  he  is  of  a  plethoric 
or  full  habit  of  body,  to  let  a  moderate  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  will  be  proper  *,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  parts  fhould  be  fomented  with  a  piece 
of  flannel  wrung  out  of  a  warm  decodion  of 
emollient  herbs,  fuch  as  Chamomile  Flowers, 
Mallows, 


After 
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After  thefe  preparations,  you  llliould  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  following  manner  :  Lay  the  Pa¬ 
tient  upon  his  back  in  fuch  a  pofture  that  his 
Buttocks  may  be  confiderably  higher  than  his 
Head,  as  by  that  means  the  Bowels  that  are 
within  the  Belly  will  fall  more  towards  the 
Bread,  and  not  only  give  way  to  what  is  to 
be  returned,  but  be  of  fome  afhftance  to  the 
reduction*  Then  you  mull  examine  care¬ 
fully  as  to  the  fituation  of  the  Tefticles  *,  and 
if  you  find  they  are  forced  up  towards  the 
fides  of  the  Scrotum  by  the  flze  of  the  Rup¬ 
ture,  you  mull  be  very  cautious  not  to 
fqueeze  them  in  your  attempt.  If  you  find 
them  comprefied  at  the  bottom  of  the  Scro¬ 
tum,  you  mult  with  the  fore-finger  and 
thumb  of  one  hand  feparate  them  from  the 
ruptured  part,  and  with  the  fame  fingers  of 
the  other  hand  take  hold  of  the  upper  part 
that  is  next  the  Ring  of  the  Mufcles,  or  place 
from  whence  the  Rupture  comes  out,  and 
work  it  gently  in,  in  the  fame  manner  as  you 
obferve  Women  do  with  a  cow’s  teats 
when  they  milk  her.  By  obferving  this  me¬ 
thod  you  will  never  be  apt  to  drain  the 
Rings  of  the  Mufcles,  nor  hurt  the  Inteftine, 
fo  as  to  occafion  an  inflammation  of  any  of 
thefe  parts. 

B  z  As 
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As  to  the  application  of  the  Trufs,  it 
will  be  more  convenient  to  put  it  (lack  round 
the  Patient’s  Body  before  he  is  laid  down*  as 
by  his  getting  up  after  the  reduction  there 
might  be  fome  rifque  of  the  Bowel  falling 
down  again.  Take  hold  of  each  end  of  the 
fpring,  and  open  it  wide  enough  to  receive  his 
Body  fide- ways  ;  and  after  you  have  got  the 
Bowel  fairly  reduced,  apply  the  Cuftiion  of 
the  Trufs  upon  the  Rings  or  Orifice  from 
whence  the  Bowel  came  out.  It  mud  have  a 
gentle  hold  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Os  Pubis 
or  Sharebone  f  but  take  care  it  is  not  placed 
too  high  or  too  low  :  The  Spring  will  be  a 
direction,  which  fhould  come  round  the  Os 
Ilium,  and  clofe  to  the  juncture  of  the  Thigh¬ 
bones,  and  touch  the  Rump  juft  where  the  clifc 
of  the  Buttocks  begins  •,  which  parts  are  called 
by  the  Anatomifts,  the  Great  Trochanter  of' 
the  Thigh-bones,  and  the  middle  of  the  Os 
Sacrum.  The  Trufs  mu  ft  be  made  fo  tight 
as  to  make  it  fit  clofe,  otherwife  it  will  neither 
do  its  office,  nor  be  eafy  to  the  wearer. 

Always  keep  under  the  Cufhion  four 
fold  of  old  coarfe  linnen,  which  will  keep  the 
part  cool  and  eafy,  and  prevent  the  Cufhion 
from  being  fpoiled  by  the  moiflure  of  the 

Skim 
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Skin.  *Tt  will  be  a  great  addition  to  the  Trufs, 
if  for  fix  or  feven  weeks,  or  longer  (that  is  to 
fay,  till  the  Patient  ha9  compleated  his  cure, 
which,  if  he  has  youth  on  his  fide,  may  poffi- 
bly  be  in  two  months ;  of  which,  indeed,  I  have 
feen  fome  inflances,  but  then  the  Patient  has 
been  very  obfervant  of  the  rules  prefcribed 
him)  the  parts  are  bathed  with  very  cold  wa¬ 
ter  every  night  and  morning,  which  may  be 
done  conveniently  in  the  following  manner  : 
Take  a  piece  of  large  linen  cloth,  fold  it  up 
pretty  thick  fo  as  to  be  about  fix  or  feven  in¬ 
ches  fquare,  a  few  flitches  may  be  put  into  it  to 
keep  the  folds  together  ;  dip  it  into  a  bafon  of 
cold  water,  (but,  that  you  may  not  w  et  the 
Trufs,  loofe  it,  and  lay  the  Pad  or  Cufhion 
that  was  in  the  Groin  up  to  the  Navel  out  of  the 
way  of  the  water)  then  fqueeze  and  apply  it  to 
the  Scrotum  and  Groin,  and  as  it  lofes  its  cold- 
nefs  dip  it  in  the  water  again  and  again,  whiclr 
fhould  be  continued  for  half  an  hour  at  a  time : 
It  is  mod  convenient  this  cold  bathing  fhould 
be  performed  when  the  Patient  is  naked  in 
bed.  It  is  neceffary  that  the  Patient’s  breeches 
fhould  be  very  long  in  the  Thighs,  fo  as  to  al¬ 
low  the  waiflband  to  come  high  up  on  the  Pel- 
vices  above  the  Trufs ,  for  if  it  bear  thereon  it 


t 


will 
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will  add  fo  much  to  the  preffure,  which  will 
make  it  very  uneafy. 

I  must  here  advife  my  Reader.,  that  in  ex¬ 
amining  any  thing  like  a  Rupture,  he  does  not 
mi  (take  a  Swelling  of  the  Spermatic  Chord, 
or  in  the  Groin,  for  one  ;  as  by  handling  any 
thing  of  that  kind  roughly,  he  may  not  only 
give  the  Patient  an  exquifite  deal  of  pain,  but 
do  great  mifchief.  If  it  is  really  a  Ruptures 
gentle  means,  without  being  in  too  great  a 
hurry,  will  anfwer  beft.  A  very  gentle  pref- 
fure  of  the  Fingers  in  an  eredt  pofture  will 
fometimes  caufe  it  to  difappear  :  But  if  this 
Ihould  fail,  lay  your  Patient  on  his  Back  *,  then 
rub  your  Fingers  upwards  and  downwards  ob¬ 
liquely  from  the  Os  Ilium  to  the  Os  Pubis, 
This  is  to  be  continued  for  a  confiderable 
time;  but  if  it  fhould  not  remove  it,  and  it 
Hill  continues  to  the  touch  as  at  firH,  the  Pa¬ 
tient  muft  continue  in  the  fame  fituation,  and 
have  the  part  fomented,  and  the  above  opera¬ 
tion  again  performed  :  After  which,  Ihould  it 
Hill  continue  hard,  it  is  certainly  no  Rupture*, 

*When  a  Surgeon  meafures  a  Patient  for  a  Trufs,  he  is 
to  take  it  round  very  clofe  to  the  juncture  of  the  Thigh¬ 
bone  to  the  Os  Ilium,  which  is  the  proper  place  for 
the  Trufs  to  be  wore  ;  then  fending  the  number  of  in¬ 
ches 
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1  have  been  frequently  fhocked  at  the 
cruelty  with  which  I  have  feen  Surgeons  ufe 
their  Patients,  merely  by  miftaking  a  Swelr 

ling  for  a  Rupture. - On  thefe  occafions  I 

have  remonftrated  5——  but  as  I  was  not  bred  a 
Surgeon,  my  counfel  was  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  altho*  they  quickly  found  their  at¬ 
tempts  in  that  way  were  in  vain. 

It  may  not  here  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  my  knowledge  in  thefe  matters  took  its 
*  firff  rife  from  being  afflicted  with  a  Rupture 
myfelf.  I  tried  all  the  different  kinds  of  Truffes 
that  have  been  ufed  and  recommended  by 
Surgeons  for  many  years  back,  but  found  the 
belt  of  them  fubjed  to  fome  inconveniency. 
However,  as  I  was  originally  a  Mechanic,  I 
went  to  work  with  an  intention  to  avoid  the 
inconveniencies  of  thofe  I  had  ufed  *,  and  after 
trying  feveral  different  new  forms,  I  at  laft  hit 
upon  that  which  I  now  offer  to  the  Public, 
and  has  given  fo  much  fatisfadtion  to  all  who 
have  ufed  it.  As  to  any  farther  knowledge 

dies  that  the  meafure  contains  to  the  Try fs* maker,  he 
never  can  make  an  error  ;  but  he  mu  ft,  too,  be  in¬ 
formed  on  which  fide  the  Rupture  is ;  whether  it  is 
double,  or  whether  it  is  only  in  the  Groin,  or  in  both 
Groins,  fo  as  to  defccnd  as  low  on  one  fide  as  the  Tefti- 
des. 


I  have 
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« 

I  have  of  Ruptures,  I  am  obliged  to  feme  Gen? 
tlemen  of  the  Faculty,  particularly  Dr.  Hun¬ 
ter  and  Dr.  Livingfton  j.  alfo  to  Dr.  Barry,  for 
the  books  he  recommended  to  my  perufal. 
When  put  you  in  mind  how  ridiculous  the 
Surgeons  of  former  times  appear  v  in  this 
more  enlightened  age,  in  having  rejected 
Frere  Jaques’s  new  method  of  Cutting  for  the 
Stone,  for  no  other  reafon  but  becaufe  he  was 
not  a  regular  bred  Surgeon,  I  hope  no  Gen¬ 
tleman  of  the  Faculty  will  condemn  my  Trufs, 
till  he  can  prove  its  having  any  deficiency, 
and  has  compared  it  very  narrowly  with  others 
that  continue  in  ufe.  The  recommendation  of 
thofe  who  have  experienced  its  benefit  (which 
home  thousands  in  the  dominions  of  Britain, 
France,  Italy,  Germany,  Holland,  and  Por¬ 
tugal,  have  done)  would  perhaps  be  fuffi- 
cient,  but  that  many  people  who  are  fubjedf 
to  any  diforder  of  that  kind  are  fond  of  con¬ 
cealing  it,  and  confequently  will  never  mention 
any  thing  of  my  Trufs.  However,  in  my  be¬ 
ing  conflituted  Trufs-Maker  to  his  Majefty’s 
Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich  ;  even  when  Mr; 
Alexander  Reid,  fir  ft  Surgeon’s  Mate  of  Chel- 
fea  Hofpital  ;  Mr.  William  Blackey,  of  the 
College  of  Surgeons  at  Paris  *,  and  Mr.  Ed- 
difon,  Bedjie  ad- Maker ,  of  Hanover- Street, 

Long;- 


Lorig-Acre,  with  a  letter  of  recommenda¬ 
tion  figned  by  a  great  number  of  regular  •bred 
Surgeons,  ( amongft  whom  I  wifh  Mr.  Haw¬ 
kins  had  not  been  one)  fome  of  them  too  the 
molt  eminent  in  the  profeflion  in  TrufTes  in  Lon¬ 
don;  were  candidates  in  oppofition  to  me,  can¬ 
not  fail  to  give  the  Public  a  j  uft  idea  ofits  merit. 
Thefe  gentlemen;  it  is  well  known,  did  Hand  a 
fair  trial  with  me  every  day,  almoft  for  two 
months,  before  thePhyficians  and  Surgeons  of 
the  Royal  Hofpital  made  their  report  of  the 
candidates  different  merits;  on  which  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  ElaflicTrufs-maker  by  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Directors  of  his  Majefty’s  Royal 
Holpital. 

*  i  . 

I  think  it  would  be  here  an  unpardonable 
offence  to  poflerity,  not  to  inform  my  Read¬ 
ers,  that  to  this  day  a  Surgeon  of  the  greatefi: 
eminence  recommends  a  Shoemaker,  to  all  his 
Ruptured  Patients  to  make  the  Truffes  for 
them,  though  t  am  very  certain  he  does  not 
know  iron  from  Heel,  when  it  is  made  out  of 
the  common  fizes  of  the  bars  thereof.  This  1 
have  Irom  jobbing-fmiths,  fome  of  whom  the 
feller  has  employed  ever  fince  he  was  con¬ 
verted  from  a  Shoemaker  into  a  Trufs- maker. 
It  is  this  eminent  Surgeon  and  this  Shoemaker 
that  Counfellor  Brand,  at  May’s  Hill,  Green* 

C  wich 
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wicb,  means  in  his  letter  therefrom  to  m€, 
which  is  hereafter  inferted  for  the  ufe  of  the 
public,  amongft  others  fent  me,  together  with 
Certificates  of  the  Efficacy  of  my  Trufies  above 
all  others  made  ufe  of. 

Shortly  after  I  had  invented  my  Elafiic 
Trufs,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fending  fome 
of  them  to  Mr.  Ranby,  Principal  Serjeant- 
Surgeon  to  his  Majefty  ;  in  confequence  of 
which  I  received  the  following  letter. 

*To  Robert  Brand,  Cutler ,  in  Aberdeen. 

“  SIR, 

Some  time  ago,  I  believe  about  the  time 
6t  you  mention,  a  Soldier  left  two  Trufies  at 
my  houfe,  and  in  a  day  or  two  afterwards 
“  took  them  away.  I  underftood  from  my 
“  fervant  that  he  was  the  maker  of  them. 
46  They  appeared  to  me  to  vary  a  little  from 
“  the  common  ones :  However,  when  you 
46  come  up  in  June,  bring  fome  with  you, 
which  if  upon  trial  anfwer  better  than 
46  thofe  ufed  now,  you  will  certainly  meet 
with  encouragement. 

tc  I  am 

4C  Your  mod  obedient  Servant, 
«J.  RANBY" 

Chelfea  College , 

dpril  xo,  1764. 
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66  That  I  bought  one  of  thefe  Trufies  from 
?c  the  bearer,  Robert  Brand,  Cutler,  and 
<c  that  it  has  done  better  with  me  than  one  I 
u  had  from  England,  or  one  I  had  made  in 

this  place  *  is  in  juftice  and  gratitude  to 
£c  his  merit 

Attefted,  at  Aberdeen,  May  30th, 
46  1764,  by 

“  J.  Ogleby, 

“  Minifter,  at  Aberdeen.5* 

:  -i 

cc  I  shall  only  add  (which  is  indeed  truth) 
*c  that  this  Trufs  is  fo  very  convenient, 
<c  that  I  can  walk  and  do  every  thing  elfe 
<*  as  freely  with  it  as  if  I  had  no  ailment  at 
44  all. 

“  J.  Of 

* 

“In  juftice  and  gratitude  to  RobCt  Brand, 
«4  Trufs-maker,  in  Aberdeen,  I  acknowledge 
cc  that  1  have  had  a  Rupture  for  theie  five 
“  years ;  that  about  that  time  I  was  an  inva- 
4<  lid,  doing  garrifon  duty  at  the  Ifland  of 
44  Guernfey,  I  had  a  Trufs  purchafed  at  Lon- 
“  don  for  me  by  Mr.  Rofe,  the  King’s  Re- 

C  2  “  ceiver 
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?s  ceiver  in  the  ifiand  *,  which  I  wore,  but  with 
44  great  pain,  for  the  fpace  of  four  years.  I 
44  then  got  a  Trufs  which  came  from  Chel- 
44  fe a  Hofpital,  but  with  no  better  fuccefs  5 
44  until  about  a  month  ago,  I  purchafed  one 
64  from  Mr.  Brand,  being  a  lingle  Trufs  and 
44  fitted  for  the  right  fide,  which  has  anfwer- 
44  ed  the  intent,  by  giving  me  no  pain  in  my 
44  walking,  keeps  up  the  Rupture,  and  with- 
44  out  the  incumbrance  of  a  Thigh •  flrap  ; 
44  Is  attefied  to  be  truth  by  me,  this  30th  day 
44  of  May,  1764. 

f4  Alexander,  Forbes.55; 

Aberdeen .  . 

44  The  above  declaration  is  attefied  by  me? 
44  John  Dye,  of  Tilligrieg,  one  of  his  Ma- 
44  jelly’s  Juflices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County 
41  of  Aberdeen, 

^  John  Dye,  J.  P.” 

Aberdeen ^ 

Ma%  1764, 

44 1  Dodtor  Thomas  Livingfton,  Phyfician 
44  to  the  Infirmary  at  Aberdeen,  do -hereby 
certify,  that  Robert  Brand,  Cutler,  in  this 
City,  has  bellowed  great  pains  and  atten- 

41  tioa 


$c  tion  in  contriving  a  new  conftru&ion 
M  Rupture-trufies,  which,  for  eafe  as  well  a$ 
“  prevention  of  the  difeafe,  feems  to  anfwer 
better  than  the  ordinary  Trufies  formerly  in 
“  ufe  •,  and  it  confifts  with  my  particular  know- 
ledge,  that  many  people  have  ufed  them 
with  great  benefit  and  fatisfadtion. 


“  Attefted  by  Thomas  Livingston” 

Aberdeen , 

June  2,  1764. 


In  January,  1 765,  the  following  Memorial 
was  prefen  ted  to  the  Edinburgh  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts ,  &c.  by  Mr.  Barclay, 
their  Secretary. 

“My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  reprefent  to  you, 
that  Ruptures  are  unfortunately  too  com- 
“  mon  :  Perhaps  the  fourth  part  of  mankind 
<c  labour  under  them  in  old  age  1  and  as  to 
“  women  who  have  had  children,  if  half  of 
“  them  efcape  accidents  of  this  kind,  it  is  n 
P  miracle. 


1  - 


v  Being 


C  H  ) 

Being  originally*  a  Cutler  and  Surgeon** 
ct  Inftrument-maker,  and  having  been  for  ma- 
**  ny  years  affliCled  with  a  Rupture'  which  great- 
ly  incommoded  me  in  the  neceflary  functi- 

a 

*c  cns  of  lire,  I  had  recourfe  to  the  various 
*4  Truffes1  and  Bandages  made  ufe  of  for  re¬ 
lieving  that  misfortune,  both  from  London 
“  and  Paris;  but  finding  them  very  income 
<c  modious  as  well  as  ineffectual,  I  applied 
myfelf  with  great  attention  to  the  improve*. 
4C  ment  of  thofe  necefiary  contrivances ;  and* 
“  after  many  years  repeated  trials  and  many 
<c  years  experience  have  at  laft  happily  fucceed- 
cc  ed,  and  fo  greatly  improved  the  Steel  Trufs, 
«  as  to  make  it  anfwer  every  defireable  purpofe 
**  for  the  curing  as  well  as  palliating  that  trou- 
tc  blefome  diforder ;  which  numbers  as  well 
<c  as  myfelf  have  experienced,  both  here  and  iq 
ci  London  *,  to  authenticate  which  affertion, 
“  letters,  fhould  it  be  thought  neceffary,  can 
cc  be  produced  from  Patients  refident  at  both 
places, 

•When  I  fay  originally ,  I  would  be  underflood  that  it 
was  the  firfl  trade  I  followed  :  and  I  am  not,  I  ought 
Dot  to  be  afiiamed  of  faying,  though  I  pra&ifed  it  fome 
years  with  great  fuccefs,  I  was  not  regularly  bred  even  tq 
that ,  nor  any  other  trade  whatever. 


The 


* 
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The  great  advantages  which  my  Trufe 
6C  have,  in  confequence  of  this  Improvement, 
54  above  others,  are  as  follow  : 

6C  First,  by  an  Elaftic  Spring,  peculiar 

to  themfelves,  they  are  accommodated 
*c  equally  well  to  persons  of  every  Age  and 
fi<  Size  ;  fo  that  two  different  Sizes  is  the  only 
4C  requifite  for  making  them  fit  every  perfom 
46  of  above  two  years  of  age;  and  the  fame 
44  circumflance  iikewife  makes  them  more 
44  proper  for  exportation  than  any  hitherto 
44  invented* 

44  Secondly,  They  do  not  require  that 
u  troublefome  and  incommodious  appendage 
44  a  Thigh-flrap,  fo  commonly  ufed  in  other 
44  Bandages. 

■  r  >  *  -  :  s  -  ■ 

44  Thirdly,  They  by  the  Elafticity  above- 
44  mentioned  maintain  a  conftant,  equal,  and 
44  uniform  prefibre  on  the  part  only  affefted, 
44  and  imitate  the  kind  preffure  of  the  Hand 
<c  in  all  its  degrees,  in  all  the  different  atti- 
44  tudes  of  the  Body ;  whereby  the  parts  mak- 
44  ing  the  Rupture  are  fo  conftantlv  kept  from 
44  coming  down,  that  an  opportunity  is  given 
44  to  the  relaxed  and  ruptured  parts  through 

44  which 


which  they  defcend  to  recover  their  former 
46  ftate,  and  thereby  prove  to  the  Patient  a 
€C  radical  Cure. 

44  Fourthly,  I  can  afford  to  fell  the  above- 
*c  mentioned  Truffes  at  as  low  a  price  as  the 
**  other  Trufs-makers  in  Britain  fell  their  Iron 
u  TruiTes*  without  any  other  property  to  them 
44  than  dignifying  them  with  the  names  of  Steel 
44  and  Spring  Truffes. 

66  These,  and  other  advantages,  too  te- 
44  dious  to  mention,  convince  me  that  this  im- 
66  provement,  when  generally  known,  will 
44  prove  a  very  great  benefit  to  a  very  great 
44  part  of  mankind  :  And  therefore  I  perfuade 
44  myfelf  that  fhould  it  meet  with  your  appro- 
44  bation,  I  fhall  not  fail  of  fharing  that  encou- 
44  ragement  andgenerofity  which  fo  highly  dig- 
u  nifies  your  honourable  Society. 

“  I  am, 

[TRUE  COPY.]  “  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“  with  the  moil  profound  refpe£t> 
Aberdeen,  “  your  moft  obedient  Servant* 

Jan.  28,  i 765.  “  ROBERT  BRAND.*’ 


I 
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In  confequence  of  the  prefentation  of  the 
foregoing  memorial  I  received  the  following 
letter  :  1 

^Robert  Brand,  Cutler ,  and  Frufs-Ma- 

ker,  in  Aberdeen  : 

S  I  R, 

You  here  have  the  report  Dr.  Monro  gives 
the  Society  of  Arts,  on  the  back  of  your  me¬ 
morial,  which  I  returned  this  day  to  Mr* 
Barclay,  who  faid  it  would  make  nothing  as  to 
premium.  After  his  refpedful  compliments 
to  the  honourable  Society,  Dr.  Monro  fays5 
44  The  TrufTes  Mr.  Brand  prefents  is  no  new 
44  invention,  as  there  is  of  the  fame  kind  and 
46  fame  materials  ufed  by  mod:  Surgeons  in. 
*4  Europe  for  many  years  pad  :  The  only  eff 
44  fential  circumftance  is,  the  circular  Steel 
<c  Spring  is  more  drift  than  thofe  in  common 
46  ufe,  which  makes  them  fit  eader  on  the  Pati* 
44  ent,  and  better  fit  perfons  of  different  fizes,5>» 
He  adds,  46  that  this  lad  is  fcarce  worth  obfer« 
44  vation,  as  each  perfon  ought  to  have  his 

D  “meafure 
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meafure  taken  in  the  moft  accurate  ruan- 
**  ner.”  tc  March  6th, 

Your  moft  obedient  Servant, 

Edinburgh, 

March  7th,  1765,  JOHN  PIRRIE. 

€C  P.  S.  A  few  days  after  I  delivered  your 
memorial  to  Mr.  Barclay  he  called  at  my 
*e  houfe,  and  told  me  the  Society  had  pitched  on 
sc  Dr,  Monro  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  your 
“Truffess  which  the  Dodtor  very  readily  af- 
fenced  to,  and  thatXmuft  carry  them  to  him 
diredily  ;  which  X  accordingly  did.  On 
opening  the  box,  taking  them  out,  and  flhew- 
ing  them  to  the  Do&or,  he  faid  they  were 
made  in  the  fame  manner  as  Mr.  Auchinlec 
cc  here  makes  them.  X  faid  there  was  a  great 
difference.  But  ftill  the  Doctor  infifted  there 
was  none .  On  this,  his  fon  ftept  into  another 
room,  and  brought  one  of  Auchinlec’s  mak- 
ingout,  and  on  comparing  them  together,  he 

s<  confeifed  therem^ra  difference.-- - Had  he 

5C  fuffered  as  much  pain  with  Truffes  as  I  have 
Y  done,  he  would  fooner  have  feen  it.55 

When  perfons  of  confined  ideas,  and  who 
have  not  the  advantages  of  education,  fall  into 

an 
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an  error,  there  is  an  excufe  ready  for  them  ; 
The  grofs  miftakes  of  a  man  of  letters  are  un¬ 
pardonable.  Dr.  Monro’s  mifapprehenfion  in¬ 
deed  feems  wilful.  Could  any  thing  be  more* 
uncandid  than  his  declaration  that  my  Trufies 

and  Mr.  Auchinlec’s  were  alike  ? - Could 

any  thing  be  more  mean  than  the  hard-ftrain’d 
acknowledgement,  that  €t  there  was  feme  dif- 
*c  ference  In  his  report  he  fays,  tc  that  my 
Trufs  differs  from  others  only  in  the  circular 
Steel  Spring  being  more  ftricft  than  thofe  in 
common  ufe  *  which  makes  them  fit  eafier , 
6C  and  better  fit  perfons  of  different  fixes  but 
this  eafe  and  this  convenience ,  it  feems,  are  not 
worth  thinking  of,  becaufe  tc  each  perfon  ought 
to  have  his  meafure  taken  in  the  moil  ac- 
<c  curate  manner.”— —Here  is  phiiofophy  l 

■ - - 1  frequently  fend  T ruffes  to  the  Eaft  and 

Weft  Indies - Were  Dr.  Monro  living,  J 

would  afk  him,  if  I  fliould  make  a  voyage 
every  time  I  receive  an  order.—— 

H  ere  foliow  fevera!  teftimonies  to  the 
merits  of  my  Trufs,  which,  without  further 

ceremony,  the  Reader  will,  I  believe,  accept. 


2 


(  20  ) 

To  Mr,  Brand,  in  Great  Peter's  Street , 

Weft  min  Her. 

S  I  R, 


®c  The  Machine  youJaft  left  with  me  dees 
its  office  very  well,  and  fits  eafy. 

“  Tour  humble  Servant, 

"J.  B” 

Greenwich, 

Augufi  yth,  1 765. 


To  Mr.  Brand,  in  Great  Peter's  Street, 

Weftminfter. 

Mr.  Brand, 

£C  After  a  variety  of  Traffics  I  have  made 
ufe  of  from  different  perfons  recommended  to 
64  me  by  a  Surgeon  of  great  charadter  in  Town, 
44  which  did  not  do  their  office  ;  yours  that  I 
46  have  now  on,  and  have  worn  conftantly  nine 
u  or  ten  weeks,  not  only  fully  anfwers  its 
44  purpofe  of  keeping  the  Gut  up,  but  fits  very 
44  eafy,  and  is  attended  with  little  or  no  trou- 
64  ble. 

44  J.  BRAN  D, 

44  Counfellor  at  Law,5* 


Greenwich , 
Sept.  1  ith%  1765. 


<4  On 
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On  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Hunter^ 
I  made  ufe  of  Mr.  Brand’s  Elaftic  Trufs, 
to  a  youth  about  feven  years  of  age,  who 
€C  had  been  afflifted  with  a  Scrotal  Rupture 
<€  for  two  or  three  years.  I  had  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  that  time  feveral  ineffe&ual  means 
<c  without  fuccefs  :  Yours  he  wore  with  great 
<c  eafe5  and  intirely  prevented  any’return  of  the 
diforder. 

^  Witnefsmy  Hand  this  27th  Day  of 

46  Feb .  1766. 

“  W.  TAYLER, 
sc  Late  Surgeon  of  the  Dock-Yard 
4C  at  Woolwich ,  a  new  Surgeon 

of  Greenwich  HofpitalF 

These  are  to  certify  that  1  have  feen 
Mr.  Brand’s  Bandages  for  Ruptures,  and 
that  from  the  feveral  opportunities  I  have 
“  had  for  them,  find  they  anfwer  better  than 
64  any  other  I  have  had  occafion  to  ufe. 

“  W,  NORTON, 

J  Navy  Surgeon.*’ 

Strand , 

June  2 dy  ij66 , 


u  This 


45  This  is  to  certify,  that!  have  frequently 
«  recommended  Mr,  Robert  Brand,  Trufs- 
u  Maker,  whofe  Bandages  always  gave  great 
45  fatisfadtion  to  my  Patients,  and  to  me. 

“R.  BROMFIELD,  M.  D.’» 

Gerard-Street , 

July  i$tb7  1766,  ' 

u  These  are  to  certify,  that  I  have  feea 
“  and  carefully  examined  the  Elaftic  Bandages 
for  Ruptures,  made  by  Mr,  Robert  Brand, 
sc  of  Peter-Street  Weftminfter,  Trufs-Maker  5 
*c  and  am  of  opinion,  that  they  are  neat  and 
ftrong  in  their  conftrudlion,  very  ingenious 
in  their  contrivance,  and  more  peculiarly 
adapted  to  feveral  purpofes  of  a  Trufs 
than  any  other  Bandage  I  have  ever  feen. 

Given  under  my  PXand,  this  18th  Day  of 
July,  1766. 

St .  Marlin'  s- Lane. 

“  C.  KELLY,  M.  D.,s 

cc  Having  made  ufe  of  the  Truffes  made 
44  by  Mr.  Brand,  on  fome  Patients  affiidted 
<c  with  Ruptures,  I  think  it  no  more  than  a 
44  piece  of  juftice  due  to  his  ingenuity,  to  ac- 
y  knowledge,  that  they  have  fucceeded  very 

u  well 
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u  well  in  fulfilling  the  intention  for  which 
66  they  were  applied  ;  nor  have  I  ever  feen 
5*  any  Truffes  which  I  fliould  prefer  to  them, 

«  W.  HEWSON, 
f  “  Surgeon,5* 

Now  in  Argyle  Buildings , 

Oxford  Road ,  July  17,  1 766, 

'r  t 

u  These  are  humbly  to  certify  the  Go- 
vernors  of  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Green - 
wich,  that  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  o£ 
cg  Ruptures,  where  the  Patients  have  unfuc- 
cefsfully  made  ufe  of  feveral  Operators 
*c  Truffes,  which  were  painful  and  uneafy  to 
them  1  and  afterwards  being  advifed  to  ufe 
cc  Mr.  Brand’s  Elaftic  ones,  they  found 
cc  fpeedy  eafe,  and  no  pain  therefrom  ; 

and  for  that  reafon,  in  my  opinion,  his 
“  deferves  the  preference  of  all  other  Truffes. 

“  T.  POO  L  E, 
u  Surgeon  of  the  Royal  Navy,5* 
Savoy,  Auguft,  29,  1766'. 

f  I  have  feen  fome  infcances  where  Mr. 

Brand’s 


r 
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««  BrancPs  Elaftic  Truffes  have  been  fuccefs* 
46  ful,  where  others  have  failed* 

E.  BARRY,  M.  t)A. 

Now  in  Bath , 

Auguft  20 th9  1766. 

1  have  feen  fome  inftances  where  Mr. 
Brands  Elaftic  Truffes  have  been  fuccefs- 
ful,  where  others  have  failed  ;  therefore  I 
€!  think  they  deferve  peculiar  notice. 

“F.  PINKSTON, 

44  Surgeon.’! 

St.  Alban* s-Street^ 

Auguft  29  thy  ij66„ 

* 

These  are  to  certify  that  I  recommended  a 
65  Patient  to  Mr, Brand,  who  had  been  afftidled 
€C  from  his  infancy  with  an  inguinal  Rupture, 
cc  and  had  tried  all  means  for  a  cure,  with  the 
different  forts  of  Truffes,  without  fuccefs,giv- 
cc  ing  him  great  pain  in  wearing  them,  fo  that 
£c  he  was  often  obliged  to  leave  them  off,  and 
46  his  Rupture  would  as  often  come  down  ; 
<c  but  after  applying  Mr.  Brand’s  Trufs,  he 
found  to  his  great  fatisfadtion  that  he  could 
cc  wear  it  with  great  eafe,  and  declared  himielf 
tc  much  obliged  to  the  ingenious  Author 

“  of 


ge  of  fuch  a  Trufs,  from  which  he  had  found 
fo  much  relief 

cc  As  witnefs  my  Hand, 

“  HUGH  CRAWFORD,  M*  D„J! 

Leicefter-Fields , 

Auguft  2$th^  1766. 

In  the  cafe  referred  to  by  this  Gentleman, 
on  reducing  the  Rupture,  if  great  care  was  not 
taken  to  divide  the  Tefticle  from  it,  the  latter 
would  follow  the  former  into  the  Belly. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  often  ex- 
6S  amined,  and  feen  applied,  Mr.  Brand's  Steel 
Trulfes,  and  I  do  imagine  that  they  are  bet- 
64  ter  adapted  for  the  cure  of  Ruptures  than  any 
I  have  leen. 

«  JOHN  HUNTER* 

“  Surgeon.’5 

Now  in  Jermyn  Street , 

Auguft  24, 1766. 

cc  I  Hereby  certify,  that  after  having  recom- 
mended  various  forts  of  Truffes  to  my  Pa- 
tients,  I  can  find  none  fo  eafy  to  the  wearers, 
€C  or  fo  well  adapted  to  the  relief  of  their  dif- 

E  “  orders. 


1 


(  26  ) 


€C  orders,  as  the  Elaftic  Truffes  made  by 
cc  Mr.  Brand,  of  Peter^Sreet,  Weftminfter. 

64  Ch  HALE, 

Surgeon.’* 

Parliament -Street , 

Augufi  25,  1766. 


T*  Mr.  ROBERT  BRAND, 

Truss-Maker,  tohis  Majefty's  Royal Hofpital 
at  Greenwich  :  At  his  Houfe  in  St.  Martin’s- 
Lane ,  near  Charing-Crofs ,  London . 

S  I  R, 

iC  The  generofity  and  humanity  with  which 

45  you  treated  me  demand  the  mod  grateful 

46  acknowledgments,  and  nothing  gives  me 
S4  more  concern  than  to  think  that  necefiity 
cf  fliould  oblige  me  to  leave  London  without 

being  able  to  pay  you,  as  my  friend  was  not 
64  in  town,  and  the  Ihip  going  away.  There- 
fore  I  mud  intreat  you  to  be  patient  for  a 
€c  ihort  time,  and  you  lhall  have  no  caufe  to 
45  complain.  In  the  interim  I  fend  you  my 
4£  Note  for  2I.  10s.  payable  in  fix  months  af- 
ter  date?  tho3  the  fum  I  owe  you  is  only 
sc  2I.  2s.  And  as  I  lhall  make  a  remittance 

L  by 
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u  by  the  return  of  the  fiiip  from  South  Caro« 
4C  lina,  to  Mr.  Edward  Upton,  in  Paternofter- 
sc  Row,  I  (hall  defire  him  at  the  fame  time  to 
^  take  up  the  Note.  Permit  me  to  allure  you, 
Sir,  that  I  (hall  fpare  no  pains  to  recommend 
ct  your  TrulTes  in  South  Carolina  :  And  in  the 
5C  mean  time  pieafe  to  pay  my  compliments  to 
u  your  good  fpoufe  and  fon, 

SIR, 

^  I  am,  with  the  g  re  ate  ft  refpeff, 

<c  Your  much  obliged  humble  Servant, 
sc  G.  SPENCE  R’\ 

Deal , 

July  30 th9  1767. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
clergy,  and  had  a  living  in  North  America* 
Being  afflidted  with  a  very  large  Femoral 
Rupture,  he  applied  to  feveral  for  relief 
without  any  fuccefs  ;  among  whom  was  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Blackey,  of  Paris,  who  ap¬ 
plied  a  Trufs  that  was  adapted  for  a  Groin 

Rupture  on  his  Femoral  Rupture  $  how¬ 
ever,  I  made  a  proper  Trufs  for  him,  and  ap¬ 
plied  it  •,  which  I  had  no  fooner  done,  and 
he  finding  that  it  would  do  its  office,  than  he 
defired  me  to  take  it  off.  I  alked  him  why  ? 

E  a  He 
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He  faid  becaufe  he  had  not  money  fufficient 
about  him  to  pay  for  it,  and  that  his  friend 
was  not  in  town,  I  told  him  I  had  no  doubt 
of  the  money,  for  1  believed  him  a  gentle¬ 
man.  On  which  we  parted  ;  and  I  never 
faw,  nor  heard  from  him,  till  I  received  the 
*  letter  inferted. 

He  faithfully  remitted  the  money,  and  J 
received  it, 

V  \  l 

Fo  Mr.  ROBERT  BRAND’ 

S  I  R, 

A  short  time  (ince,  I  defired  my  brother 
ec  to  call  on  you  for  an  Elaftic  Steel  Trufs^ 
a  for  a  Patient  I  have  here.  During  the  time 
u  he  has  ufed  it,  has  found  the  greased  be- 
€C  nefit.  Havereafon  to  think  he  will  get  a  per** 
fe£t  cure,  by  perfevering  in  the  ule  of  it.’ 
u  This  morning,  as  he  was  applying  it  as  ufual, 
the  part  broke  as  you  fee,  which  beg  you 
to  get  mended,  and  fend  to  the  bearer  for 
conveyance  to, 

SIR, 

Your  mod  humble  Servant, 

«  WILLIAM  ROBBINS,*9; 

Axmlnfter , 

February  u3  1771  = 


P  O  S  Te 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HAVING  received  feveral  letters 
containing  the  mofl  illiberal  abufe, 
in  confequence  of  the  publication  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  pages,  fome  of  which  I  have  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe  were  written  by  Counfellor  Brand’s  *  Surgeon 
of  Character  ;  I  think  it  neceffary  to  declare, 
that  I  never  intended,  nor,  indeed,  could  I 
form  an  idea,  that  the  Treatife  in  queftion 
fhould  give  the  fmalleft  offence  to  any  Gentle¬ 
man  of  the  Faculty.  My  foie  objeCt  was-— the 
relief  of  my  fellow-creatures,  and  the  induc¬ 
tion  of  the  ignorant  in  that  which  it  is  necef¬ 
fary  they  fhould  know,— — Befides  improv¬ 
ing  their  practice,  I  have  a  right  to  the  thanks 
of  the  Faculty,  for  pointing  out  the  moft  ef¬ 
ficacious  cure  of  a  Malady,  from  which  they 
are  by  no  means  exempt — and  which  the  moft 
eminent  of  them  have  had  no  little  trouble  %o 

remove. - -And  I  fincerely  wifh  I  could  not 

fay  with  truth,  that  numbers  have,  within  thefe 
few  years,  loft  their  lives,  after  having  paid 
very  confiderable  fums  for  pretended  affif- 
tance,  and  ineffectual  advice.  It  is  intereft, 

f  See  Page  zo, 

then, 
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then,  alone  that  prevents  thefe  cavillers  from" 
doing  juftice  to  my  performances,  and  which 
'prompts  them  to  cheat  the  difordered  of  af- 

fiftance. 

I  am  acquainted  with  Surgeons  who  have 
been  many  years  in  practice,  and  who  have  af- 
fured  me  they  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
reducing  a  Rupture,  or  of  applying  a  Trufs. 
— « A  midwife,  too,  who  has  been  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  years  in  pradlice,  lately  de¬ 
clared  to  me,  that,  to  her  knowledge,  fhe  ne¬ 
ver  had  delivered  a  woman  that  had  a  Rup¬ 
ture  either  in  the  Groin  or  Navel. - Yet  have 

I  applied  Bandages  on  a  variety  of  both. - 

Notwithstanding  the  true  method  of  ap¬ 
plying  Trufies,  or  reducing  Ruptures ,  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  utmoft  importance  in  the  treatment 
of  that  malady,  and  in  the  highefl:  degree  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  eafeof  the  Patient,  I  am  bold  to 
fay,  that  in  all  thetreatifes  I  have  perufed,  both 
antient  and  modern  (and  they  are  not  a  few), 
1  never  met  with  any  thing  like  a  clear  inftruc- 

tion  to  that  purpofe.” - Something  curious , 

tho’  by  no  means  advantageous,  may  be  col¬ 
lected  from  a  book  lately  publifhed. — (The 
Author,  I  think,  dignifies  his  name  with, 

^  Mailer 
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5C  Mafter  oF  Arts  and  Surgery,  Member  of 
<c  the  Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris, 
Demonftrator  in  the  School  of  St.  Come, 
cc  Surgeon  for  Ruptures  of  the  Hofpitals  of 
€<  Hotel  Dieu,  the  Invalids  and  Incurables, 
<c  of  the  City  of  Paris,  and  of  all  the  military 
Hofpitals  in  France. ss)  A  procefs  is  there 
advifed  for  making  an  ointment  of  a  folution 
of  Gold  Pearls,  to  be  ufed  for  affifting  the 
reduction  of  ftrangulated  Ruptures.—— • 
When  this  ingenious  and  moft  expenfive  pre¬ 
paration  is  compleated,  it  will  probably  be  as 
efficacious  as  the  fame  quantity  of  clay,  in  the 
fame  manner  applied* 

I  hoped  in  the  treatifes  above  hinted  at,  to 
have  found  fomething  that  would,  at  lead, 
have  been  capable  of  improvement  in  the  true 
method  of  applying  Truffes,  and  the  reducing 
Ruptures  On  the  contrary,  they  contain 
merely  long  and  unfatisfadlory  details  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  antient  Surgeons  com¬ 
monly  burnt  the  Ruptures  of  their  Patients, 
and  deftroyed  the  fleffi  of  thofe  parts  to  the 
Bone,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  more  ne- 
ceffary  application  of  Truffes. — This  is  one 
proof,  among  many,  that  Surgeons  never  en¬ 
couraged  Truffes,  altho9  it  is  univerfally  ac¬ 
knowledged 


t 
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knowledgecl  that  it  is  impodlble  a  cure  can  be 
perfectly  obtained  without  fuch  an  afiidant.— « 
The  pain  attending  the  wearing  of  fome 
Truffes,  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  has  pre¬ 
vented  many  perfons  from  adhering  to  the 
mod  falutary  method  of  cure  *,  but  fuch  neg- 
Je6t  is  often  attended  with  the  mod  dreadful 
confequences  •,  it  being  no  uncommon  thing 
to  meet  perfons  in  the  dreet,  whofe  Guts 
partly  falling  into  their  breeches,  exhibit  a 
deplorable  and  pitiable  fpe&acle* 

And  here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform 
the  Reader  of  the  encouragement  I  received 
from  the  Faculty  on  my  arrival  in  London^ 
which  was  in  June,  1764.  Mr.  Ranby  being 
the  only  gentleman  of  the  profeflion  I  had 
the  honour  of  knowing,  I  waited  upon  him  3 
and,  by  his  defire,  afterwards  attended  the 
Gentlemen  of  St,  George’s  Hofpital.  With 
the  countenance  of  fuch  a  Gentleman  as  Mre 
Ranby,  whofe  name  and  letter  to  me  at 
Aberdeen  I  had  the  liberty  to  ufe,  I  could  not 
but  form  the  mod  pleaHng  hopes  of  convin¬ 
cing  fome  of  the  hr d  Surgeons  in  England  of 

the  merit  and  utility  of  my  Trufles. - -But 

1  was  difappointed  :  I  found,  tho’  they  were 
men  of  learning,  they  were  not  men  of  can¬ 
dor,— 


(  33  ) 

dor. — Mr.  Bromfield  laid,  cc  he  believed  they 
might  do”  Mr.  Gataker  faid,  he  could 
S€  fee  nothing  more  in  my  Truffes  than  in  any 
other”  However,  while  I  was  one  day  at¬ 
tending  a  perfon,  then  under  the  care  of  Mr. 

•:  .  • 

Hawkins,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  long 
been  an  Out-patient  of  that  Hofpkal,  and  had 
Truffes  from  every  Trufs-maker  in  Town^ 
but  that  none  of  them  would  keep  his  Rup¬ 
ture  up;  and  that  fince  he  had  been  under  Mr. 
Hawkins’s  care,  he  had  procured  him  a  Trufs 
from  a  perfon  in  Bartholomew  Clofe,  which 

would  by  no  means  keep  up  his  Rupture,  tho5 

"  *  ■  '  *■ 

he  had  been  to  the  maker  twenty  times  to  have 
it  altered,  who  told  him  his  Rupture  would 
never  be  well  -till  he  had  it  cut.  I  looked 

v  *  i.  \  \  * 

upon  this  as  an  opportunity,  offered  me  by 
Providence,  of  at  once  doing  a  fervice  to  afek 
low-creature,  and  bringing  convidlion  of  the 
ufe  of  my  Elaftie  Truffes  to  thofe  who  had 
ignorantly  or  intereftedly  denied  their  merits.- 
I  brought  the  youth  to  rny  lodgings,  and  there 
applied  a  Trufs  on  him  ;  my  honeft  endea¬ 
vours  had  the  defired  effect  ;  and  in  about 
three  months,  he  obtained  a  compleat  cure. 

Lest  any  of  my  Readers  fhould  doubt 
the  truth  of  this  relation,  I  defire  to  inform 

•  ,-f  .  t  1 

F  them 
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them  that  the  name  of  the  above-mentioned 
youth  is  John  Pellerft,  whoTe  uncle,  of  the 
fame  name,  lives  in  Downe-ftreet,  near  Hyde- 
Park  Corner;  and  I  believe  that. fomething 
relative  to  this  affair  will  be  found  in  the  books 
of  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  from  the  beginning 
of  April  1764,  to  the  end  of  Auguft  in  the 
fame  year*. — - — —To  this  cafe  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  notwithftanding  this  ample  proof 
of  the  merits  of  my  Trufs,  I  cannot  charge  Mr. 
Hawkins  with  recommending;  a  fmgle  Patient 
tome,  tho’  he  has  often  confefTed  my  Truffes 
were  more  efficacious  than  thofe  of  any  other 

perfon  he  had  knowledge  ok 

■ 

In  Mr.  Pott’s  Treatife  on  Ruptures,  fecond 
Edition,  Sec.  1.  Page  29,  that  gentleman  fays, 
*4  The  cure  of  a  Rupture  is  either  perfect  (called 
44  alfo  radical)  or  imperfedl,  which  is  called 
44  palliative.  This  diftindtion,  which,  he  fays, 
44  is  juft  and  true,  and  founded  both  on  reafon 
and  experience,  has  frequently  been  mifun- 
p  derftood  by  the  generality  of  mankinds 
44  and  has  therefore  been  the  caufe  of  much 
P  undeferving  cenfure  on  the  pra&kioners  of 
44  Surgery.”  He  adds,  44  the  truth  is,  that 
44  tho’  the  events  are  extremely  different,  yet 
P  the  chirurgical  means  which  are  made  life 

-x  ,  w  ...  >  A* 
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in  either  cafe  are  exaftly  the  fame,  viz* 

;  the  reduction  of  the  protruded  parts,  and  re- 
J  tendon  of  them  when  fo  reduced  by  proper 
Bandages.3’ — — —I  wifti  Mr.  Pott  had  given 
he  add  refs  of  his  proper  Bandage-maker , 
s  Dr.  Smeliie  did  of  his  proper  Midwifery  In- 
irumeot-maker.  I  could  never  find  thofe 


bandages  at  the  Shoemaker*^  norat  the  Rup- 
ure-Curer’s,  who  has  his  namediftinguiihed 

i  the  Court  and  City  Regiftef  for  1771. - * 

Convinced  at  leaf!  df  their  politenefs  in  thus 
iignifying  a  man  who  has  little  prefsnfion  to 
mblic  favour,  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  com- 
>ilers,  or  compilers  directors  had  compli- 
nented  me  with  a  fimilar  appellation  ; — but: 

wa$  again  miftaken  :  I  found  (in  Page  142) 
ny  defert  would  procure  me  barely  the  title  of 
Dlain  Trufs -maker. — I  wifh  fomeof  thofe perfons 
vhom  this  Rupture-Cure r  has  aflifted,  would 
^erfuade  me  out  of  a  notion  that  it  is  death 
-vhich  generally  performs  the  cure  for  this 
Worthy  gentleman,  I  am  adored  that  thofe 
Frulfes  faid  to  be  of  his  making  are  too  painful 
:ven  for  a  hcrfe  to  wear.  He  prides  himfelf, 
i  am  told,  on  employing  the  fame  perfons  who 
did  bufinefs  for  my  Predeceffor.  — ~™ As 
1  proof  oft  he  abfurdity  of  building  on  another’s 
fuppofed  reputation,  when  I  was  appointed 

P  2  Trufs* 


f  fufs-maker  to  Greenwich  Hofpital,  I  could 
not  find  one  in  twenty  of  the  ruptured  men  in 
that  place,  who  could  wear  the  TrufTes  made 
by  my  predeceflbr ;  and  thofe  who  did  wear 
them  were  fo  miferably  fretted  and  galled  on 
their  Hips  and  Loins,  that  they  wrere  obliged 
to  attend  the  Surgeon  every  morning  to  have 
their  Wounds  drefied  :  So  that  by  my  ap¬ 
pointment,  I  had  the  pleafure  not  only  of  re¬ 
lieving  the  difeafed  men  from  the  mifery  they 
fuffered  by  the  iron  TrufTes  before  made  ufe 
of,  but  prevented  the  furgeons  from  being 
troubled  with  the  like  complaints,  and  faved 
the  expences  of  the  houfe. 


Being,  about  twenty-eight  years  fince,  af¬ 
flicted  with  a  Rupture,  I  confented  to  become 
a  Patient  to  MefTrs.  Woodward  and  Hunt  5 
and  from  a  ftridt  attention  to  their  method,  I 


am  enabled  to  give  the  Reader  fome  idea  of  it. 


The  firft  object  then  with  them  was,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  Patient — with  refpeCt  to  his  circum- 
ftances,  If  he  would  part  freely  with  his  mo¬ 
ney,  they  firft  applied  a  linen  Band  age;  and 
fhortly  after  informed  him,  that  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  of  itfelf  to  perform  the  cure,  and  that 
they  mu  ft  call  in  the  afliftance  of  proper  Me¬ 
dicines, 
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dicines,  with  which  they  would  furnifh  him  at 
one  Guinea  per  Month.— And  in  this  way 
did  they  cajole  me  out  of  Fourteen  Guineas  ; 
and  my  Rupture  was  greatly  worfe  at  the  year’s 
end  than  when  firil  I  became  their  Patient. 

I  am  here  induced  to  relate  a  Story  which 
cannot  be  contradi&ed,  and  which  will  ferve 
fufnciently  to  expofe  the  fallacy  of  trifling  arid 
vain  pretenders.  A  gentleman  of  70  years  of 
age,  who  has  been  afflicted  many  years  with 
a  Rupture,  and  who  has  worn  a  Trufs  of  my 
making  for  upwards  ofthefe  five  years,  which 
rendered  hi&  -Rupture,  tho*  by  no  means  cura¬ 
ble,  of  little  trouble  to  him,  was  very  lately 
perfuaded  to  apply  to  Mr.  L.  a  Surgeon,  for 
a  complete  cure.  He  accordingly  waited  on 
that  gentleman,  to  know  if  he  would  take  his 
cafe  in  hand,  and  what  the  expence  would  be* 
Mr.  L.  told  him  he  had  no  doubt  of  effecting 
a  cure,  even  if  he  was  eighty  years  old  5  and 
as  he  was  only  a  Tradefman,  he  believed  he 
could  do  it  for  about  30  Guineas  •,  but  that 
the  Patient  muft  wait  on  him  every  morning* 
This,  the  gentleman  informed  him,  was  a 
thing  he  could  not  do  ;  and  the  Surgeon, 
therefore,  consented  to  call  upon  him.— Next 

morning 


morning  Mr.  L.  dreded  in  a  iuit  of  black  veU 
vet,  drove  in  his  chariot  to  his  Patient’s.  The 
tradfeman,  receding  that  this  appearance  of 
grandeur  was  not  kept  up  at  a  fmall  expence.* 
determined  to  make  a  fure  bargain,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  told  the  Surgeon, — 46  Sir,  before  we 
4<  proceed  to  bufinefs,  let  me  know  exactly  what 

the  expence  of  this  cure  will  be  •,  and  if  nd 

tC  cure — no  pay.” - —At  this  the  Surgeon 

“  darted  like  a  guilty  thing”  and  turning  on 
his  heel,  whipp’d  into  his  chariot,  and  drove 
horrie, — no  doubt  diffidently  mortified  at  the 

^  difappointment. - -I  have  only  to  remark, 

that  if  every  affiided  perfon  would  endeavour 
to  make  as  certain  a  bargain  as  my  Patient  in¬ 
tended  to  do  with  the  above-mentioned  im¬ 
pudent  afier tor,  the  velvet  fuits  of  fuch  pet¬ 
tifoggers  ia  genius  would  foon  be  rudy,  and 
their  Chariots  without  a  wheel. 

I  am  acquainted  with  many  perfbns  of  both 
fexes  who  have  been  Patients  to  Mr.  L.  and 
they  ail  agree  that  the  following  is  his  method 
of  operation  :  Fird,  he  applies  a  Bandage, 
as  Woodward  and  Huntufed  to  do.  The  Pati¬ 
ent  mud  then  attend  on  him  once  a  day  for 
fo  many  times  as  he  dial!  appoint,  and  at 
thefe  times  he  applies  a  brufh  dipt  in  iome- 

thing 


i 
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tiding  which  he  calls  an  Aftringent.  When 
is  tired  of  bruftiing,  he  pronounces  a  comi 
plete  cure;  which  fhould  the  Patient  prefume 
to  doubt,  he  is  capable  of  behaving  in  the 
mo  ft  infolent  manner,  which  he  juftifies  by  the 
affront  offered  to  his  knowledge  and  fhould 
their  fpirit  on  the  occaffon  equal  his  impu¬ 
dence  (which  is  barely  poffible),  he  will  even 
go  fo  far  as  to  threaten  a  profecution  for  defa¬ 
mation.  To  corroborate  this  fadt,  it  is  well 
known  that,  about  feven  years  ago,  this  fame 


Mr*  L,  obtained  a  verdict  of  eighty  pounds 
from  a  Surgeon  of  eminence,  and  another  of 
an  hundred  pounds  from  a  Gentleman  in  the 
fame  profeffion  equally  refpe&able,  for  a  pre¬ 
tended  defamation  ;  and  has  ffnee  been  at  the 
point  of  being  pilloried  for  his  mal-praclices 
on  his  Ruptured  Patients, 


I  must  here  beg  leave  to  introduce  a  paffage 
from  Mr.  Pott’s  Treatife  on  Ruptures,  p.  169. 

The  hiftories  of  Prior,  Cabriere,  Bowles, 
*c  Sir  Thomas  Renton,  Dr.  Littlejohn,  &c. 
cc  &c.  to  be  found  in  Dionis,  Houfton,  and 
“  other  writers,  will  furnifh  to  the  Reader  an 
idga  of  the  pradiice  and  performances  of 
lome  who  have  ftood  at  the  head  of  thofe  bold 
u  promifers.” — This  is  a  fubjedt  in  which 

“  mankind 


f?  mankind  are  much  interefted*  and  on  which 
a  good  deal  might  be  faid  ;  but  as  an  ho-* 
st  neft  endeavour  to  fave  the  afflidted  from 
««  the  hands  of  thofe  who  have  no  charafler  to 
lofe,  and  whole  only  point  is  money,  might 
from  one  of  the  profeffion  be  mifconllrued 
*c  into  malevolence  and  craft,  I  will  not  enter 
into  it;  but  fhall  conclude  by  wifhing,  that  they 
who  have  capacity  to  judge  of  thefe  matters 
(which  are  as  much  the  objedl  of  common- 

65  fenfe  as  any  other  kind  of  knowledge) 

66  would  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deluded  by 

the  impudent  afiertions  of  any  Charlatan 
44  whatever;  but  determine  in  this,  as  they 

65  do  in  many  qther  things,  that  is,  by  the 
44  event.53 — ™  There  is  a  fentence  in  facred 
writ  which  naturally  ftrikes  me  on  the  prefent 
occafion— 44  Out  of  thy  own  mouth  will  I  con- 

44  demn  thee.55-- - Let  the  Reader  join  the 

above  quotations,  and  think  for  himfelf. — I 
fliall  only  fay,  that  I  lincerely  wifh  Counfel-* 
lor  Brand’s  Surgeon  cf  char  after  would  refiedt 
on  the  very  excellent  opinion  of  Mr.  Pott,  be¬ 
fore  he  receives  his  fee  merely  for  approving 
what  the  Shoemaker  has  done,  or  preparing 
the  way  for  what  he  is  to  do. 


With 


I 


"With  refpedt  to  tnyfelf,  without  a  vain  pre¬ 
tence  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  Surgery* 
it  is  my  boaft  that  aftudious  application,  long 
experience,  and,  above  all*  a  ftridl  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  ^Humanity,  have  fixed  me 
in  the  midft  of  a  molt  extenfive  pradtice.  Thdr 

there  are  perfons  who  bear  me  illw-ill,  I  have 

* 

no  doubt  •,  but  I  have  the  confolation,  that,  in 
this  cafe,  thole  who  are  my  enemies  are  the 

enemies  of  Society.- - 1  defpife  the  reflections 

thrown  out  againfl  me  on  account  of  my 
former  profelfions  :  Such  reflections  are  at 
once  a  proof  of  ill  manners  and  ill  principles* 
The  good  and  the  fenfible  will  acknowledge* 
that  it  is  as  poffible  for  a  foldier  to  attain  a 
knowledge  of  the  true  method  of  reducing 

*  My  Reader?,  I  hope,  will  not  accufe  me  of  ellenta- 
tion  when  I  remark,  that  from  the  7th  of  November* 
1770,  to  the  3 1  ft  of  January,  1771?  I  have  given  away 
TrufTes  to  perfons  who  were  incapable  of  pnrchafio'g 
them,  to  the  amount  of  23!.  2 s'.  — — - — Atteftatiohs  of 
the  truth  of  which  from  the  Overfeers,  &c.  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parifhes  to  which  they  belong,  are  ready  to  be  pro¬ 
duced  to  thofe  who  fli al i  aehre  to  fee  them  :  A  greater 
fum,  I  believe,  than  is  difpenfed  to  the  poor  affij.dted  with 
Ruptures  from  all  the  Hofpitals,  except  Greenwich  and 
Chelfea,  in  the  faille  period  c f  time. 

G  Rup- 
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RuptiJtes  and  applying  Truffes,  as  it  was  Fof 
Frere  Jacques  to  difcovef  the  proper  manner  of 
cutting  for  the  done  •,  for  a  friar  to  inftruCt  the 
world  in  the  ufe  of  Gun-powder  ;  or  a  foldier 
to  invent  the  important  and  ufeful  art  of 
Printing.  From  a  conviction  that  the  Pupils 
in  the  different  Hofpitals  in  town  feldom  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  Rupture,  and  from 
a  defire  to  render  a  knowledge  of  its  proper 
treatment  more  general  ;  I  very  lately  gave 
them  a  public  invitation  to  fee  me  perform 
the  operation  of  reducing  Ruptures,  and  the 
retention  of  them  when  fo  reduced  by  apply- 
ing  Truffes,  which  is  the  only  remedy,  at  all 
ages,  and  in  all  ftates,  of  reducible  Ruptures. 
At  the  fame  time,  I  provided  a  number  of 
cafes,  fome  of  which  were  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  Hunter  to  be  the  mod  fingular  he  re¬ 
membered  to  have  met  with- — However, 
this  good  difpofition  in  me  could  not  efcape 
cenfure;—  an  undidinguifhing  haughtinefs  con¬ 
firmed  it  an  affront — and  I  was  informed,  that 
if  I  perfifted  in  that  practice,  it  would  greatly 
offend  the  Faculty.  To  exculpate  myfeif  from 
a  defign  to  give  offence,  I  fhall  only  refer  to 
the  feelings  of  every  candid  Reader,  and  fay, 

that 
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that  I  meant  a  fervice  to  the  world.  In  conclu- 
iron,  I  fhall  fubjoin  a  few  Cafes,  and  for  the 
prefent  take  my  leave,— wifhing  thofe  who 
condemn  from  ignorance,  more  know¬ 
ledge  thofe  who  afperfe  from  malevQiknGe2 
more  good- nature. 


G  2 


CASES. 


CASES. 


N  the  20th  of  January,  one  of  the  In-* 


penfioners  of  Greenwich  Hofpital  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  in  the  Surgery  of  that  place,  for  a 
Trufs  for  a  double  Rupture.  Upon  examining 
him,  I  found  the  Rupture  fingle  only,  and  in 
the  right  Groin  ;  in  the  left  Groin  theTefticle 
lying  in  an  oval  figure,  acrofs  the  orifice,  where 
a  Rupture  generally  defcends,  and  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  Scrotum  on  the  left  fide  of  the 
Penis.  This  mod  extraordinary  fituation  was 
occafioned,  he  informed  me,  by  a  fall  acrofs 
the  gunnel  of  a  boat  about  twelve  months  ago. 
When  the  Trufs  was  properly  applied,  the 
Bandage  did  not  in  the  fmalleft  degree  com- 
prefs  the  Tefticle  oppofite  to  the  Rupture  $ 
and  I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  fay,  that  there 
is  now  the  greatefl  probability  of  a  palliative 
cure  being  effected.  Thofe  who  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  this  relation  are  intreated  to 
refer  to  the  cheque  book,  which  is  kept  in  the 
3urgery  of  the  above- rpentioned  Hofpital. 

On  the  7th  of  November  Jaft,  a  poor  man, 
recommended  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Morris, 
Overfeer  of  the  Poor  of  St.  Luke,  Middlefex* 


came 
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came  to  me  for  affiftance.  He  faid,  that  about 
ten  Months  before  that  time,  he  felt  fomething 
in  his  Groin  which  was  not  then  attended  , 
with  any  pain  :  However,  it  by  degrees  in^ 
€reafed,  and  increafing  grew  very  painful,  and 
much  larger  *,  and  that  very  often  it  made  him 
fo  fick,  that  it  would  occafion  him  to  throw 
up  what  he  had  eaten,  and  was  often  incapa¬ 
ble  of  working  for  his  bread  ;  — for  that  when 
he  was  in  an  upright  pollute  his  Rupture 
would  fometimes  fall  down  with  that  violence 
as  to  burft  open  the  codpiece  of  his  breeches, 
I  applied  a  Trufs ;  and  the  laft  time  I  faw 
him,  which  was  the  14th  of  January  laff,  he 
informed  me,  that  ever  fince  I  applied  the 
Trufs  to  his  Rupture,  it  had  not  fallen  down 
once,  nor  had  he  loft  a  day’s  work.  Any  per- 
fon  who  fliall  doubt  this,  may  be  fatisfied  of  the 
truth  of  the  cafe  by  applying  to  Mr.  Morris 
above-mentioned,  or  at  my  houfe,  where  they 
will  be  (hewn  a  letter  of  thanks  from  the  Pa¬ 
tient  himfelf,  whofe  defire  it  is  the  fame  may 
be  publicly  feem 

Thomas  Weft,  a  young  man  about  twenty, 
applied  to  me  on  the  24th  of  December  laft, 
for  relief  in  the  cafe  of  a  Rupture,  which  he 

*  had 


(  46  ) 

had  had  ever  fince  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 
]t  was,  at  the  time  mentioned,  increafed  to  the 
fize  of  eight  inches  circumference  from  the 
Tefticle  above  the  Os  Pubis.  I  reduced  it 
all,  and  applied  a  Trufs  thereon,  at  the  fame 
time  informing  him  in  what  manner  he  fhould 
proceed  to  obtain  a  perfect  cure.  In  about 
ten  days  he  came  to  me  again,  faid  he  had 
been  very  punctual  in  the  obfervation  of  my 
directions,  and  that  he  was  completely  cured, 
notwithftanding  he  had  ufed  all  manner  of 
common  exercifes.  He  then  pulled  off  his 
Trufs,  coughed  and  blowed  his  nofe  in  a  vio¬ 
lent  manner,  and  faid  there  was  no  occafion 
for  wearing  the  Trufs  any  longer.  I  afked  him 
If  wearing  it  gave  him  any  pain  •,  he  replied 
no  ;  and  I  ordered  him  not  to  leave  it  off  for 
a  few  months. — -—This  extraordinary  cafe 
will  be  authenticated  by  applying  to  Mr. 
Weft,  Lighterman,  in  King-Street,  Deptford, 
who  is  the  Patient’s  Brother. 

About  two  years  and  a  half  ago,  a  lad  of 
twelve  years  of  age  was  brought  to  me  by 
Mr.  Macguire,  Peruke- maker,  of  Hedge- 
lane,  for  the  cure  of  a  Rupture.  When  I  ex¬ 
amined  him,  I  found  the  Rupture,  which  was 
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In  the  right  Groin,  prodigiously  large,  witli 
the  Tefticle  at  the  lower  extremity  of  it  :  The 
left  Tefticle  was  confined  in  the  abdomen,  and 
had  been  fo  ever  fince  he  could  remember. 
By  the  proper  application  of  my  Elaftic  Trufs, 
he  obtained  a  radical  cure  in  about  nine 
months  *  the  right  Tefticle  at  that  time  re¬ 
maining  in  its  proper  and  natural  ftate  in  the 
Scrotum.  I  then  told  him  he  might  lay  the 
Trufs  afide.  In  a  few  months  after,  Mr.  Mac- 
guire  brought  the  boy  to  me  again  5  faid  his 
Rupture  was  extremely  bad,  and  that  he  mufr 
have  another  Trufs. »■  —  -On  examining  him, 
fo  far  from  having  a  Rupture,  his  right  Tefti¬ 
cle  had  followed  the  Rupture  into  the  abdo¬ 
men,  and,  with  the  left,  remains  in  that  ftate 
to  this  day  •,  and  what  is  ftill  more  remarka¬ 
ble,  there  is  not  the  final  left  appearance  of  the 
Scrotum,  altho’  the  Penis  remains  in  its  na¬ 
tural  ftate* 
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